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Since the beginning of President Miguel de la Madrid's administration in 1983, per capita annual
consumption of basic grains has dropped by 17%, from 460.4 kg. to 384.1 kg. Government officials
attribute the reduction to the combination of domestic output deficits, falling imports, and
population growth. In 1983, the basic grains supply totaled 35.5 million tons, including both
domestic production and imports. At that time, the Mexican population numbered 76 million.
This year, supply totals 31.5 million tons, with a population of 82 million. National basic grains
production in 1983 totaled 25 million tons; imports, 10.5 million tons. According to the Agriculture
and Hydraulic Resources Secretariat (SARH), domestic output in 1988 is projected at slightly over 24
million tons, and imports, 7.5 million tons. Per capita consumption, production and import figures of
specific basic grain crops are summarized below. Corn: Per capita consumption has dropped from
236.8 kg. in 1983, to a projected 180 kg. this year. Production volume in the 1983-87 period dropped
by more than a million tons, from 13.61 million to 12 million tons. Projections for the 1988 harvest are
similar to last year's crop, result of drought early this year. Corn imports totaled 4.632 million tons in
1983, versus 3.5 million tons last year. Beans: In the 1983-87 period, per capita consumption dropped
from 16.6 kg. to 14.7 kg. Domestic production has declined, and imports last year were virtually nonexistent. In 1983, domestic output reached 1.282 million tons, compared to 1.1 million tons in 1987.
In 1986, when government projections indicated a 1.85 million ton bean harvest, 175,000 tons of
bean imports were authorized. Wheat: In the 1983-88 period, per capita consumption dropped from
51.6 kg. to 49.4 kg. Domestic output in 1983 registered 3.46 million tons, and imports, 402,000 tons.
The 1988 harvest totaled 3.3 million tons. By year-end, total imports of 1 million tons are expected.
Domestic wheat output in 1986 was 4.77 million tons; in 1987, slightly over 4 million tons. Soybeans:
Domestic production in 1983 was over 686,000 tons; 1985, 928,000 tons; and, 1987, 688,000 tons. Per
capita consumption in the five-year period remained stable at 21.1 kg. Imports rose from 883,000
tons in 1983 to 1.2 million tons in 1987. In 1988, acreage dedicated to soybean production dropped
80%, result of drought conditions. Output projections are between 100,000 and 200,000 tons. Import
projections for the year are 1.5 million tons. Cotton seed: Per capita consumption dropped from 5.2
to 4.4 kg. from 1983 through 1988. Domestic output registered in 1983 was 355,000 tons compared
to 260,000 tons this year. Imports rose from 33,000 to 80,000 tons, respectively. Thus, total supply
dropped from 388,000 to 345,000 tons. Sorghum: In the 1983-87 period, domestic production rose
from 4.846 million tons to 6.2 million tons. Meanwhile, imports were cut back, resulting in a per
capita consumption decline from 109.4 to 95 kg. As a result of drought, the 1988 harvest is expected
to register a decline. Meanwhile, sorghum imports are not projected to increase, thereby producing
another reduction in per capita consumption. Barley (another livestock fodder crop): Domestic
production in the 1983-88 period increased from 557,000 tons to approximately 590,000 tons, while
imports virtually disappeared. Thus, per capita consumption dropped from 8.6 kg. to almost 6 kg.
Rice: Per capita consumption increased from 3.7 kg. in 1983, to almost 5 kg. last year. Domestic
production rose from 275,000 to almost 400,000 tons, while imports were eliminated. * On Aug. 2,
SARH Deputy Secretary Narciso Acevedo Valenzuela told reporters that in 1988 Mexico would
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import a total of 7.5 million tons of basic grains due to drought conditions affecting the countryside
in the early months of 1988. The corn supply deficit alone, he said, totals more than 2 million tons.
According to Acevedo, Mexico's basic grains shortfall will likely continue for several more years.
[Basic data from El Financiero (Mexico), 08/02/88; La Jornada (Mexico), 08/03/88]
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